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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 

Resumed from 6 April on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Kalgoorlie) [1.01 pm]: I will start with the fact that earlier this week the chief fire 
officer in Western Australia, Craig Hynes, was dismissed as a result of the fires in the hills recently. I want to go 
to my The Little Macquarie Dictionary and talk about the word “accident”. It says that “accident” is — 

1. an undesirable or unfortunate happening; mishap. 2. anything that happens unexpectedly by chance. 

Yet, sadly, I think, in our modern society there can never be an accident. Someone always must be to blame. At a 
time when people, I believe, are becoming responsibility averse, they are at the same time becoming quicker to 
blame someone, one could say, to find a scapegoat—there must always be someone, and let us find that 
scapegoat, as long as it is not me. If we look up the word “scapegoat” in Roget’s Thesaurus of English Words 
and Phrases, it comes under the heading “unlucky person”, and the last word is “victim”. Is Craig Hynes an 
unlucky person? I say yes. Is he a victim? Once again I say yes. I say yes to both. 

This report by the former Australian Federal Police chief, Mick Keelty—he of Dr Haneef fame—lays the blame 
in certain areas. We now have two victims who have paid the price. One, in Jo Harrison-Ward, has had a triple 
bypass and come back again. In both cases they came from FESA, yet the Department of Environment and 
Conservation, which I believe is just as much involved, if we want to start laying blame, has escaped totally. If 
we want to continue to look at DEC and at fires, three or four years ago in my electorate we had the Boorabbin 
fires, where there was a tragedy. In the recent fires in Western Australia, not one life was lost. In Victoria, there 
were 140. In Victoria, they never talk about the number of houses lost; they do not care. All they talk about is the 
number of lives lost. Here in Western Australia, we did not have one death, so between them, DEC and FESA 
must have done a good job in that regard. 

I know that the member for Collie–Preston first alerted me to the issue of the dangers in the hills. If a fire gets 
going, because these people want to live there and want to live amongst the trees, their properties will be burnt 
unless they take special precautions. I will not steal his thunder because I think that his retirement fund is going 
to be in providing that system of looking after the houses in the hills. But he alerted me to that more than 
10 years ago, and nothing has been done. We still appear to be doing nothing about making those houses in the 
hills safer. It is almost as if to say, “Now we’ve got two victims. All the problems have gone away. It was their 
fault, and let’s move on and do nothing.” To me, that is typical of modern society. 

Going back to Boorabbin, three truck drivers were killed. Sadly, the DEC officer in Kalgoorlie at the time made 
what turned out to be a wrong decision—but he made it with the best advice at the time—involving weather. 
With weather, a person can have accidents; weather can change, and that is what happened. But, once again, 
someone had to be blamed. The opposition at the time, which is now the government, and the media—I come 
from the media—clamoured for someone’s scalp. I know that that young guy—a young family man—has been 
under massive duress, with family break-ups and other things. He is now getting his life back together. But we 
then had the reaction by DEC. I am told by people on the ground—people who lived within 10 minutes of where 
the fire started—that by the next day Great Eastern Highway could have been reopened. DEC wanted to show 
how really safe it was by keeping it closed for more than two weeks. It then had a death on its hands. I say this 
quite categorically: Great Eastern Highway should have been reopened. It was not. Therefore, all the traffic had 
to go via a gravel road from Hyden to Norseman, and one young woman died in a car rollover on the gravel. My 
own son Joseph was going back to Kalgoorlie with two of my other sons. He was very sick. He was going to go 
with his two brothers. At the last minute we said no. We took him to Royal Perth Hospital. He had an emergency 
operation, and at the end of it the doctor said, “Another hour and he wouldn’t have been here.” He would have 
been somewhere on that Norseman–Hyden road, in the middle of nowhere, about when the shit would have hit 
the fan—excuse my expression. But DEC showed how safe it was—“We’re going to show you how safe we are. 
We’re going to keep the road closed for a fortnight longer than it needs to be closed just so we’re not to blame. 
We are responsibility averse, but someone will have to be blamed other than us.” 

I take the case of Mr Ward. I met him only a couple of times. I know his wife, Daisy, well. She is one of the 
most beautiful people a person could ever meet. That was a tragedy that should not have happened. Yet I say that 
WorkSafe taking the two drivers to court was unjust. Those two drivers have paid a massive price. One has had a 
breakdown and a marriage break-up. I do not know the other person. One has moved to Perth. But this has had a 
massive effect on their lives. The fine will never bear any resemblance to the psychological and emotional 
pressure that they have been put under. If we want to start blaming people, blame me. I was the local member 
who saw Laverton police numbers reduced to the point that Laverton did not become a 24-hour police station. If 
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it was still a 24-hour police station, there would have been no need to transfer Mr Ward from Laverton to 
Kalgoorlie. Do we blame the then corrections minister—a person for whom I have the greatest admiration, 
particularly over the way she handled this matter—who did not fight hard enough for the then Treasurer and the 
then Premier to get the extra funding to have modern, air-conditioned or air-ventilated vans? Do we blame the 
Treasurer for not giving her the money, or do we blame the Premier on the top of the list? No, we do not blame 
any of them. We do not blame me. We blame the two drivers who, as the Director of Public Prosecutions found, 
had basically done as their company directed them. Do we blame the chief executive officer of G4S, the security 
company contracted to do that work, or do we blame the head of the corrective services department, the 
commissioner, who is responsible for the safety and wellbeing of prisoners whether they are in jail or are being 
transferred to jail? 

I am saying do not blame anyone if there is no real need to blame. Sadly, modern society wants a scalp; it wants 
a scapegoat. Sure, we have coronial inquests, which, by the way, come far too late. When I was the responsible 
minister, I investigated thoroughly and, I am glad to say, the time taken between a fatality and the finalisation of 
an inquest was reduced a bit—although I did not think it was anywhere near enough, and that time is creeping 
out again. 

Coronial inquest findings come down two years or more after a fatality. What would happen if there was a repeat 
in the two years between the incident and the findings? When I was the minister responsible for the department 
of mines, I saw its file on a fatality on a mining lease. A truck went around a bend on a gravel road and rolled. It 
is pretty simple; a truck on a gravel bend went too fast and rolled over. At the time, I was told that if the driver 
had travelled another 50 yards onto a gazetted road, there would have been a 10 or 12–page file on the incident. 
The department had a file as thick as the two books I have here—for the Hansard record, it is about three inches 
thick. I found it unbelievable when the department officers told me the investigation was ongoing, and that was 
only the half of it; they still had the other half to undertake. The three-inch file contained the evidence they had 
already collected in an investigation that had been underway for a year and a half. I told them it was ridiculous 
that they may have found what had caused the accident, which, if those results were out, could prevent another 
such accident, yet in the meantime, for the last year and half, someone else could have died in the same way. 
And they could have prevented that! I am going back to the concept of being “responsibility averse”—that is, 
officers covering and making sure that they are not to blame if anything ever comes back as a result of the 
inquiry. It is not about finding a result to help society and to prevent something happening again or to do 
something good; it is about making sure that if any buck comes back, the buck does not stop with me! 

Sadly, our whole system sometimes leads us to destroy people’s lives for no real good. That system includes the 
adversarial approach in this house, which I know is a very strong part of democracy, and the media clamouring 
for someone’s blood because it gives them a headline, and I was proudly a part of that media for 29 years. I 
wanted to talk about that and get off my chest that society is going down a path that I do not like; however, so be 
it. 

Let us talk about my electorate and the good points. After the last election when my lot ended up being with 
what is now the Liberal–National government, the first project undertaken by the Premier and the Minister for 
Health in conjunction with the Minister for Regional Development was to allocate funding for the redevelopment 
of the Kalgoorlie Hospital. We have already opened the palliative care beds in that hospital, and will, I believe, 
open the major redevelopment of the hospital before the end of this term. These days, it is rare for a government 
to fund something so quickly, get it built and have the ministers and those responsible at the opening in their own 
term of office. As we saw with many of the projects of the previous Gallop and Carpenter governments, the 
opening and the honour is often bestowed on the next government because projects take a long time. Therefore, I 
commend the government for the work at Kalgoorlie Hospital. 

I also commend the Minister for Regional Development for the allocation of $20 million for accommodation at 
my beloved Western Australian School of Mines in Kalgoorlie. I am looking forward to Curtin University 
contributing to that project some of its stranded assets—in particular, some of its houses and vacant land close to 
the school of mines—and to the renewing or rebuilding of Agricola College and its possible extension. 

When standing as an Independent at the last election, another major project of mine was the development of a 
new high school. Whilst health is important, I think the other country members in the chamber today, including 
the member for Collie–Preston, would attest that, although sometimes it is the inferior health facilities in the 
country that drive country people from the country to Perth, more often it is the education system that drives 
them. If parents felt confident that their son or daughter would get exactly the same education as they would get 
in Perth, many country people would still be living in the country. I believe that Kalgoorlie–Boulder needs a new 
high school. I have initiated talks—preliminary at this stage—with the Minister for Education, and I am very 
impressed with her attitude. I am also talking to the Minister for Regional Development. Only this week I had 
the regional superintendent for education, Larry Hamilton, here to Parliament House to talk about some of his 
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ideas, which do not all concur with what I think should be done. However, it is natural that I listen to Larry 
because he is the educational expert. 

They are some of the good points that are happening; there are always other things that we want to happen. One 
that I have pursued since I was first elected to Parliament is the sealing of the Wiluna–Meekatharra road. The 
previous Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, started that process, but we need to 
finish it. Do we seal the road from Wiluna to Meekatharra or do we seal it from Wiluna through to the Magellan 
mine turn-off and head north to Doolgunna? I think the latter option is gathering momentum, much to the 
chagrin of the people in Meekatharra. However, I think that is a road of state and national importance and when 
the federal Minister for Infrastructure and Transport visited Kalgoorlie, he seemed to be impressed with the need 
to establish that highway link. It would take something like 600 kilometres off the freight journey to the Pilbara 
and the Kimberley. We could offload freight in Kalgoorlie rather than transport it all the way to Perth before 
taking it out of Perth on the busy highways such as Leach Highway—which causes big problems on Perth 
highways—and the terrible first part of the Great Northern Highway. Instead, we could transport goods straight 
from Kalgoorlie to Wiluna to the Great Northern Highway north of Meekatharra. That would be a massive 
saving to industry and to the national economy. I think that proposal is gathering momentum with both federal 
and state governments. I was very impressed with the federal minister’s knowledge of the project when he came 
to Kalgoorlie and I am looking forward, with some confidence, to both state and federal budgets. 

While I have concentrated on that road, I have probably dropped the ball on Great Eastern Highway, which has, 
over the last few years, gradually gone from being a reasonable highway—not the best in the state, but certainly 
not the worst—to now being the worst. It is the highway on which people come to Western Australia—it is our 
entry statement. The section between Southern Cross or perhaps Moorine Rock and Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie in 
particular, is now, I think, the worst in the state. I have alerted the Minister for Transport to that and I will now 
start agitating. As I have said, I probably dropped the ball on that issue in the last few years while I concentrated 
on getting the funding to finish the work on the northern link started by Hon Alannah MacTiernan. 

When the earthquake hit Boulder, which is no longer in my electorate, I was pleased that the Premier visited and 
promised $5 million for repair work, with the proviso that if more money were needed, it would be considered 
and looked favourably upon. I think the Premier is going to have to dig deep in his pocket in the next budget 
because I understand that the money is being quickly consumed. 

Another facility needed in the Goldfields is a respite facility. We have a lot of disabled people in the community 
and although we have a respite facility, we have no-one to run it, which really defeats the purpose. The 
responsible state minister will come to Kalgoorlie next week and one project that we will be speaking to her 
about is the need for a respite facility. 

Another failure of mine is that I did not stop money being spent—a better word is wasted—on the nickel loader 
at Esperance. It came at election time. Members may remember the lead fiasco in Esperance that was beaten up 
out of all proportion and, those who had had their 15 minutes of fame, seized on the bit of odour that was coming 
from the nickel at the time, and said that it was a similar problem and nickel was poisoning the community. It 
does not, and there was no problem with nickel. 

[Member’s time extended.]  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: The trouble is that only some of the promised $105 million was spent on the nickel 
loader—about $35 million. As members know, ports are statutory authorities and they must recover whatever 
money is spent by the government. The trouble is that recovering the money makes the Esperance nickel loader 
unviable for other minerals. Minerals in the Goldfields are being driven all the way to Bunbury because it is too 
expensive to use the Esperance nickel loader. I believe that the Minister for Transport needs to write off a large 
sum of the money that the state spent because if he does not, the whole lot will have been wasted and no-one will 
use the Esperance nickel loader. At least by writing off maybe half the amount, the other half can be recovered. 

I am talking about my failures. I opposed fly in, fly out arrangements when I became a member of Parliament. 
Although I did not know how to stop them, I thought that I would try to minimise them. Today FIFO is stronger, 
bigger and worse than ever. 

The federal government’s detention centre at Leonora is a great facility and has been fantastic for Leonora. If 
members ever have any doubts about this facility and about processing boat people in Australia, they should go 
to the Leonora school and see these boat kids, if members want to call them that, walking arm in arm with the 
local Leonora kids and playing sport with them. It is absolutely fantastic. The facility has been a great fillip for 
Leonora and its economy, and I hope that it continues to operate. 

Mr M.P. Murray: I was very pleased to hear the shire president singing those same praises on ABC radio. His 
response on radio was excellent. 
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Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: It is fair to say that I think there was generally broad support for the concept when it was 
first proposed but that now there is overwhelming support for the facility and what it has done for the town. The 
federal government has tightened up the labour laws and taken away some of the excesses of WorkChoices, and 
I support that move. However, I am told that the contractors up there are working 10 weeks on and four weeks 
off. That is a divorce roster. I believe that we need to get together and legislate to set the maximum time that 
workers can be rostered on for that would not deny them being with their families for more than a fortnight. In 
this jet engine age, some people are working in my electorate and living in Bali. They work in a mine in 
Kalgoorlie then fly to Perth and go from Perth to Bali on their days off. They do that permanently. Another 
person I know flies from a mine in the Pilbara to a small town, from that small town to a larger town, from that 
town to Perth, from Perth to Melbourne and finally from Melbourne to Devonport where he drives to his farm in 
Tasmania. People move around the world. I believe that people should not have to live away from their families 
for more than a fortnight, let alone 10 weeks at a time. I am a great supporter of the mining industry, but is the 
mining industry so good that its workers have to work 12-hour shifts for more than a fortnight at time? I believe 
that is morally wrong and that the mining industry has to re-examine that practice. Some companies are re-
examining it. The employees of a mining company in Kalgoorlie that has opened up work eight-hour shifts from 
Monday to Friday. Initially, other mining companies laughed at it. Now that company has some of the best 
miners, shift bosses and plant operators because, after many years of working 12-hour shifts on extended rosters, 
the workers realise that although they might get slightly less pay, they want quality of life. I wish that company 
all the success in the world. I hope it will succeed and that others will follow its example. Life is the journey, not 
the goal at the end. 

I will now talk about land access, the zealotry of the extreme green movement and extreme environmentalists, 
and the incursion of the federal government’s environmental legislation that impacts on almost every part of 
Western Australia. There is an area east of Kalgoorlie that is not impacted by it. We now have to replicate all our 
environmental approvals. Most members would be unaware that, increasingly, there are large tracts of Western 
Australian land that are now unavailable for exploration. I am still trying to get the current government to 
overturn the policy—it was only a policy—of the previous government to ban mining exploration in reserves. 
The blanket ban does not look at the quality of the reserve. We would not let anyone consider mining in Kings 
Park, for example, even if it was biggest diamond mine in the world. I have been to a reserve in the eastern part 
of my electorate where, if there was not a sign to say that I was entering a reserve, I could have driven for 
hundreds of kilometres and not known that it was a reserve. We are banning mining exploration in those areas 
for no reason. These are just white man’s lines drawn on a map; they are big squares or rectangles encompassing 
hundreds of square kilometres because someone in Perth wants to feel good about it. Increasingly, we are 
denying mining companies access to these areas. We are all wallowing in the wealth that mining creates, but let 
me tell members—it will not continue forever. 

Mr M.P. Murray: What about the rehabilitation that seems to be lacking in your electorate after the mine is 
finished? I am not saying don’t stop mining. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: Lacking? The mining industry plants more trees than the plantation industry. The mining 
industry has to rehabilitate mines and put up big bonds. The member might have seen some of the very old mines 
that are 50, 60 or 70 years old. They did not rehabilitate the mines in those days. However, these days mining 
companies have to give money up-front and plan what they will do with the mine at the end of its life even 
before the first shovel of dirt is dug. I commend those moves. The practice of rehabilitation is a lot better today 
than it was in the past. It is a good balance. I believe that the mining industry is very environmentally 
responsible. However, I do not believe it is responsible for managing the family aspect of its workers. If the 
industry disagrees with me, so be it. 

We must be cognisant that large areas of Western Australia will be surreptitiously taken away from the mining 
industry. Members will find that once the green movement has its clutches on something, it will never give it 
back. If members think that the current mining boom will go on forever, they are wrong. I have lived in the 
Goldfields and have seen booms come and go. We need to explore areas in particular that have no environmental 
reason to be reserves. A lot of the current reserves that exclude mining were pastoral stations that had been 
overstocked in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s and even in the 1980s. The Department of Environment and 
Conservation started buying up the worst rangelands in Western Australia; they are denuded moonscapes. 
Suddenly mining cannot occur on those denuded moonscapes that were reserved to be rehabilitated. I do not 
believe that they have any environmental qualities, yet the green movement will continue to push and prod 
whenever it can. Some of its members will be happy only when we do not have a mining industry. I am glad that 
the Premier has walked into the chamber before I have finished. Be aware and be alert because members of the 
green movement are amazing. They never sleep. They stay awake 24 hours a day working behind our backs, and 
we must be alert to that fact. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Member for Willagee. 
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MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee) [1.28 pm]: Do not sound so surprised that I have got to my feet! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Kalgoorlie was still on his feet and I was not sure whether he had 
finished. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: He takes some time to sit down. That was a reference to your flexibility, member for 
Kalgoorlie! 

It is with pleasure that I have the opportunity to address the house in response to the Premier’s Statement and to 
deliver my report on the humble electorate of Willagee. I have now been an elected member for one year and 
11 months. In that time, I have been on a fantastic journey of surprise and discovery about all that is good in our 
community as well as some things that are not so good or that present us with a lot of challenges. One of the 
principal things that I have focused on in my electorate is to try to understand how education is delivered and the 
effectiveness and efficacy of our education institutions, both private and public. I have only one private school in 
my electorate—Seton Catholic College—and the remainder are public schools. I did not have a great experience 
in the public education system and had to leave rather early, so I do not have much experience to draw on. 
Therefore, I came at it with a very open stance without any preconceptions. It raises for me the changing nature 
of public education and, in particular, where we see public policy going in supporting education for all. 
Obviously, at the outset, public education was designed to assist in raising the standard of living for every 
Western Australian. We are seeing a fundamental shift now—not necessarily through public policy, but through 
natural market forces—towards private education and away from public education. 

The primary school has a unique place, particularly in my seat. Not only is it an institution for initial learning 
from kindergarten onwards, but also it is increasingly becoming a community hub. It is also becoming a logical 
location for the delivery of other human services, which the Premier has duly noted in some of his statements 
inside and outside this place and which has been expressed in some policy, although I suspect a whole lot more 
could be done on that basis. 

Hilton Primary School is one case in point. Hilton Primary School had a reputation that was not the envy of the 
public education system. Student numbers had fallen successively over many years through demographic 
changes throughout the suburb from the installed capacity of about 900 students to about 140. It received a 
reputation that was not what we would want to hold up as an exemplar of public education. I pay tribute to 
Aaron Thomas, the energetic principal and fantastic leader of his staff at Hilton Primary School for the past two 
years. He has instituted a range of initiatives that have now seen Hilton Primary School in a very short time 
listed as a semi-finalist for a Department of Education award. I congratulate Aaron and the parents and citizens 
association, which he got up. It is a very energetic P&C. I acknowledge its work and I give, as I have done 
previously, my wholehearted support to it and the teaching staff, who do a fantastic job.  

The unique challenge with Hilton Primary School is that now that its student numbers are in a more healthy 
range, 47 per cent of the kids have an Indigenous background. It is a fantastic place to go to understand some of 
the issues around urbanised Aboriginal disadvantage, because it expresses itself on a daily basis in the 
classrooms and the playground of that school. But we all acknowledge that in most of our electorates where there 
is social dysfunction, the problems lie over the fence and in homes. That is my point. My point to the Premier is 
that it is worthy for the government to play a role in the delivery of human services and use the primary school 
as the hub or the shopfront in some of these low-socioeconomic areas. I am talking particularly about some of 
the strong family programs that are run by the Department for Child Protection and even about the 
commonwealth getting involved and having representation, even if it is periodic, from government agencies such 
as Centrelink and so on. It could be very helpful to have a joint task force collaboration between the relevant 
state and federal departments to deliver to the postcode of greatest need the human services that would make the 
greatest change. I make reference to the member for Warnbro’s long-held view about justice reinvestment and 
the benefits it has in working on a geographic positioning strategy rather than just a mass delivery of service. 

Of course, East Hamilton Hill Primary School is less than a kilometre away from Hilton Primary School. It, too, 
has struggled from its cap of 900 students. Geoff Miller, the recently installed principal, has shown that a bit of 
energy and innovation, and linking up with a bit of opportunity in the form of some extra resources, can go a 
long way. A few thousand dollars in this instance went a long way. One of the great initiatives was to install a 
local photography artist on a part-time basis, because the cost of digital photography is particularly cheap these 
days. Every kid in that school produced images of relevance to them and their lives. At the school’s fiftieth 
anniversary event, which I attended, the imagery that these kids produced was displayed on walls. It was just 
fantastic. It was worthy of any exhibition of that genre. 

Of course, Melville Primary School has other challenges. Melville is at the top end of my electorate. It sits 
foursquare in what we would notionally call a leafy riverside suburb, but certainly it is upper middle class in 
relation to property values. The school notes the demographic it has to attract, and therein lies the difficulty 
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between public education and private education. The local parents in the school’s catchment area have a 
significant amount of choice. Increasingly, Melville Primary School has had to look at how to attract and be 
relevant to the people in its catchment area. Understandably, it sought to get independent public school status. I 
must in part take the blame for the fact that it did not get IPS status, because I am on the school council of 
Melville Primary School, as is my good friend Darren Wright, who is in the Speaker’s gallery today. He thought 
we were having lunch, but he got here to hear me speak, so I am grateful to him. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler: It was a nice lunch! You’ve done well. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: I think I owe him a carton! What is the cost of standing somebody up for lunch on these 
occasions? 

The principal at Melville Primary School, Betty McNeill, is a fantastic public educator. She has done some 
fantastic things to integrate that primary school into its community. It is not just an isolated institution sitting 
alone and separate from its community; it is an institution that engages the community and welcomes people to 
the campus and looks for unique opportunities to engage with them. One particular program at the school that I 
would like to support in the house is its parliamentary program—its own little school Parliament. It is just 
fantastic. It is due to Betty’s leadership, but also to the energy of one teacher, Adrian Eaton. If there is one 
teacher who is deserving of an award, it is this man. He came from very difficult circumstances in South Africa, 
obviously with a strong commitment to representative democracy, and developed this program that saw every 
kid in years 6 and 7 participate in their school Parliament. I have obviously been to the school several times and 
those kids have been to Parliament. They get into all sorts of community projects as a result of that. Again, it is 
not kept inside the fence; they take it outside the fence. Those kids come up with initiatives to engage in the 
community. Fundraising is obviously part of it, but there are also awareness programs in the district of Melville. 
All power to them. Again, they will get nothing but full-throated support from me. 

As we move into the secondary school sector, the challenges are felt even more acutely, from the northern end of 
my electorate, where it is leafy and handy, through to the more challenging low-socioeconomic groups in 
Hamilton Hill. The public educators who man the classrooms every day and the school administrators at those 
schools have nothing but my absolute respect. Melville Senior High School, which, funnily enough, is just up the 
road from Melville Primary School, has achieved IPS status, and I will take some credit for assisting the school 
in that. Phil White, the principal, has a particular challenge because he has to attract people from a demographic 
on both sides of Leach Highway. The suburb of Willagee is on the southern boundary and Attadale is to the 
north. The school is sandwiched between two select schools, Applecross Senior High School and John Curtin 
College of the Arts, and Santa Maria College is to the north and Christian Brothers College is to the west in 
Fremantle.  

A range of choices create the marketplace that Phil White and his team have to negotiate through or present 
themselves to. Again, Phil White is somebody who has the energy and organisational capacity to deliver that. 
Now that they have that independent public school status, I will be watching Melville Senior High School as a 
case in point to understand better the implications of IPS for our public education system as a whole. Will the 
IPS freedom that Melville now has be to the cost of Hamilton Senior High School, South Fremantle Senior High 
School et cetera—those other local high schools? I spent most of my secondary school education in Hamilton 
Senior High School. That is now ably led by Donna McDonald, a former principal of Port Hedland and 
Rockingham schools, who has significant experience in leading schools in low-socioeconomic areas and who 
does it with a great deal of energy and effort, so much so that she created a partnership with the University of 
Western Australia to get students into the medical faculty. I am happy to report to the house that their first group 
of students will be there next year. That is a direct result of the initiatives that a good public educator has 
available in either a public school or one with IPS status.  

One of the things I was involved in was the jobs for life program. I have stated in this house previously that we 
had identified that young people entering year 10 do not have a white collar career ambition; in Western 
Australia the culmination of secondary education is not a university education. However, we have not presented 
students, which I remember from my time, with opportunities in some of the manual trades. We have devalued 
manual arts in this state and I would say in this country more generally, and if someone does not aspire to a 
white collar career they are an inferior participant in this society. That is anecdotal and my personal view, but 
that is the sense I get. We need to elevate the manual arts to a craftsman status to ensure that we have 
opportunities not only for those who want to complete an apprenticeship but also for a pathway to craftsman 
status—master of their craft. We do not necessarily have that, and it is a real challenge in our training system.   

The jobs for life program also identified that kids who went into vocational training to work for two days a week 
did not know how to maximise the opportunities from that. We instituted a mentor program. Quite frankly, I got 
sick of going to residents’ associations and hearing people whinge about young people in our community, so I 
asked them to put their hands up if they would be happy to walk alongside a young person entering the 
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workforce and help them take advantage of all that is available to them. I asked people whether they would help 
young people respond to the hierarchical leadership in workshops or workplaces, such as in a hairdressing salon 
or in some of the other vocations that young people go into. I wanted them to help young people interact with 
their team and to teach them how to grow the horizon of their ambition to give them the energy to achieve some 
goals, rather than falling down. I am happy to report that in the first term of this program, of the 12 kids involved 
only one kid has dropped out, four have been accepted for apprenticeships and the remainder are very engaged in 
shifting around a few different employment types to make sure they understand what they can be successful at so 
they can really run at it.  

As I mentioned, Seton Catholic College has a very large catchment as a private school. It is challenged in a 
different way. It is challenged by the sheer diversity of its demographic catchment; that is, the market that it 
draws is creating all sorts of pressures inside the classroom. Not least of those pressures is the way that the 
government and government infrastructure can support them. I am speaking specifically here on their behalf in 
relation to transport. A limited number of buses arrive in front of Seton Catholic College every afternoon, and 
every afternoon there are kids left on the kerb. Every afternoon the school must run around and make sure that 
that bus stop is manned, simply because the numbers have outstripped the capacity for public transport to get 
students to school and, more importantly, to get them away. Getting to school does not seem to be the problem; it 
is getting them away. I have written to the minister. His political adviser or his chief of staff has written back—I 
have yet to hear from the minister—giving me every reason why that cannot be remedied. This is a good 
example of how management of our assets and our taxpayer-funded services can be delivered more accurately 
and be more agile in the way it goes about what it needs to do.  

On a broader issue, I am also privileged that my electorate is at the intersection of three local government areas, 
so I can compare and contrast the City of Fremantle, the City of Melville and the City of Cockburn councils, 
each of which is unique. The challenge for local government that I have discovered is the real need for reform in 
some of these areas. Melville and Cockburn are very much the big brothers of little old Fremantle. The rate base 
for Fremantle is lucky to be two-thirds of Cockburn and Melville, which has a very definite impact on the 
operating capital that Fremantle has to work with. Additionally, Fremantle has the challenge of being responsible 
for significant pieces of state tourism infrastructure that are unrateable. That includes, of course, the ports, Notre 
Dame University, Fremantle prison, the Roundhouse, the museum et cetera. These are all located on unrateable 
land and all require support. That is not to suggest that they do not on a case-by-case basis get support from state 
government grants or special funding; they do, but it is not nearly enough to make the city thrive. Brad Pettitt, 
the mayor, Graeme Mackenzie, the chief executive officer, and the council have been quite active and have 
created the strategic economic plan that is required. It was long overdue. For too long, Fremantle has been 
defined by how it preserved its built heritage, and for too long it was at the cost of the lived heritage. Fremantle 
was a mercantile town from day one, and it continues to be that by another means. It is obviously still a working 
port, but it has transitioned away from its straight trading houses, freight forwarders and stevedoring companies 
into a very vibrant and diverse local economy, along with tertiary education at Notre Dame, and secondary 
education and so on around the place  

[Member’s time extended.]  

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Fremantle also has a thriving fashion business. There is a great deal of good things to talk 
about at Fremantle, but the challenges are not insignificant. They are up against some people who are 
particularly fearful about the height of buildings as the sole determinant by which they would define whether any 
particular development is worthy or not. I offer Brad Pettitt and Graeme Mackenzie and the council every 
support to ensure that they achieve their strategic goals of increasing the number of CBD dwellings to 1 500 and 
potentially 3 000 residents who will revitalise the CBD area, and creating another 22 000 square metres of 
commercial space.  

Melville City Council is a very large local government authority and has a significant operating budget. From 
that scale they are able to undertake a range of projects and to advocate for effective infrastructure in their 
authority area. Russell Aubury, the mayor, and Shayne Silcox, the CEO, of that council are very active. I have to 
say that in my dealings with all these councils their staff have been excellent people to deal with. The Melville 
City Council staff have been particularly helpful in getting up initiatives in which I am interested. One of them, 
without being too esoteric for the house, is the Bawdan Street shops. That is a defunct corner shop complex of 
about six shops. It contains only one operating butcher and a fringe gallery. But unfortunately when the authority 
came through and rezoned everything, they rezoned that R20. That means that nobody can get a commercial 
loan, because although they are a shop, but they are not zoned for commercial use. They cannot get a residential 
loan either, because they are a shop, and under the R-code the property is not large enough to allow for a 
substantial-sized dwelling. The council has been looking at this issue when we took it to the council with the 
residents, and I think it is being very, very effective in trying to reach solutions that will work for the local 
residents. Hopefully, that is a good-news story and I commend the council for the effort it has made.  
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The City of Cockburn, with its mayor, Logan Howlett, and his chief executive officer, Steve Cain, and their 
council, also faces unique challenges as one of the fastest growing local authorities in the metropolitan area. Its 
infill program will be huge, and its commitment to getting the Cockburn coast right is, I think, a really good 
example for other coastal authorities. They have done a fantastic job down there. They are challenged in a range 
of ways, not the least of which is how to get the greenfields site developments right, particularly around the 
transport nodes at Gateway et cetera.  

More internally, a lot of quiet things go on around the seat of Willagee. The Willagee police and citizens youth 
club is one of the oldest in the metropolitan area. Thanks to $8 million in federal Labor funding, the memorial 
hall that adjoins the club has undergone a significant facelift, to make it one of the biggest PCYCs. It holds a 
very fond spot in my heart because that is where I originally played basketball and did boxing training. It is also 
where I got some very, very good advice from Sergeant Steadman about the direction my life was going in. He 
recommended very strongly to me that I should join the army, and here I stand, owing a lot to good community 
policing delivered in uniform in our suburbs in Western Australia. I am particularly disturbed to learn there is no 
recurrent state funding for PCYCs. I did not know that PCYCs are not funded by any government authority. 
They are supported by the police service, but even that is about to be withdrawn. I believe that is a particularly 
bad decision. Police cannot go back to these hubs and think they will be more effective in delivering programs 
and that they can do what they have been doing for years any better sitting back in a hub. I have written letters 
and I will continue to raise the issue that that is not an efficient way of policing. There is no way that Senior 
Constable Ian Hill or Senior Constable Ian Abercrombie of the Hilton PCYC will be able to say, as they can 
now, who the young man walking past the front counter is and what his troubles are. It is more than just 
delivering programs; it is about engaging with the kids. That Hilton PCYC is right next door to Hilton Primary 
School of which 47 per cent of the children are Indigenous. It provides significant extra parental control or 
support to those kids who come from particularly dysfunctional families in the district. To remove those police 
from there due to what I can only deduce is some sort of economic rationalist motivation is bad public policy. If 
the police commissioner or the police minister—I do not know where this decision was made—is so concerned 
about having fully fit, capable police officers doing that sort of work, I recommend they initiate a reserve 
program. It is simple. A considerable number of police officers who have left the service for very good and valid 
reasons are more than suitable and of the right characteristics to attend on a part-time basis those PCYCs in their 
own neighbourhood. I know retired police officers in my electorate who would be willing to do that on a part-
time basis. Some who are even older and who have retired are more than ready to assist in that area. Get them 
back into uniform. They have not forgotten community policing. Give them what little training they need to 
bring them up to speed and put them into PCYCs. That is community policing delivered by community police—
men and women—who come from the actual suburbs where PCYCs are located. There has not been any 
expansion of the PCYCs. They are fantastic organisations and have had a profound impact on successive 
generations of Western Australians growing up here in Perth and in Western Australia. I think we should be 
rethinking some of the roles these sorts of institutions deliver.  

There are also some very good news stories about community projects in my electorate. I noted the concerns of 
the member for Kalgoorlie about fly in, fly out workers. The fly in, fly out policy is an established feature of our 
resource sector. My personal view is that there is no point fighting it; we need to understand it and the economic 
rationalist arguments behind it. The companies have made their choices and said that FIFO workers will be the 
bulk of their workforce, particularly in the construction phase; so we will see more of it, not less. But the 
member for Kalgoorlie is right when he says there is at times a social cost for these sorts of policies. That social 
cost is on the family. I am very privileged to have in Hilton, Nicole Ashby, a local FIFO mum, if we want to call 
her that—she does not fly in, fly out; her husband does—who got out of what she called her own blue funk and 
said that we needed to do something about it. We can now google FIFO Families, her little organisation that she 
has established to provide an activist support network for FIFO families in the Perth metropolitan area. She has 
received great support, and I commend BHP Billiton, Rio, Chevron and all the other resource houses that have 
entertained her initiative. It is a great little group. There is also a fantastic little group called the Hilton Harvest. 
It is another good initiative where Aaron Thomas, the principal of Hilton Primary School, gave permission to use 
the school grounds to create a community garden. It is now 100 by 100 metres in size. It is a significant piece of 
vegetation with a sea container office and workshop. I highlight for the house that the fence around Hilton 
Primary School is not even a metre high, but there has not been one iota of vandalism on that Hilton Harvest 
garden. It is a really good example of how projects that allow the community to own them and take some pride 
in them are not subject to vandalism.  

The situation in the little old seat of Willagee goes on, the families are toiling away in their lot in life and to 
improve their lot in life, and I stand, as always, in their best interests to assist them in achieving their ambitions. 

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [1.57 pm]: I have a couple of minutes before question time and I am lucky 
enough to be able to record here today what we as members all know—that we arrive in this place as a result of a 
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collaboration with a range of players, sometimes our parties, our families and our supporters. On this occasion I 
have the rare pleasure of welcoming to the public gallery my good friend Councillor Steve Coates, from Port 
Hedland. Steve is in the gallery by chance as I rise to speak. Steve is the president of the South Hedland branch 
of the Labor Party. I have had the privilege and honour of being part of his network for the 11 years since I first 
met him. I met him in the tragic circumstances following the deaths at the BHP Billiton hot briquetted iron plant 
in South Hedland. We built up a working relationship with Steve and his family that provided me with the 
support for and opportunity of being the member for Pilbara. I have taken up the issues across that region and the 
community of Port Hedland regularly and successfully raised with me by Steve in his recently elected role as a 
councillor and, prior to that, as the strong community person he has been. I want to take the unusual opportunity 
I am blessed with here of saying thanks for the partnership Steve has extended to me. He has not only given me 
support personally; he has provided the service of his wife, Maryjane, as my electorate officer, and his family 
have been wonderful supporters as well. For the extended network Steve has lent to me and to the party of which 
we are both proud to be members, I say thank you. In Steve’s case it is not simply from his generation; it comes 
from a generation long before. Steve worked in that noble Labor profession of train driver, first in New South 
Wales and now in the Pilbara, which means, of course, he is much better paid than most of us here in this 
chamber. He has delivered a focus on community issues and a focus on the needs, ambitions and aspirations of 
the people of Port Hedland and, more widely, of the Pilbara. 

Question time will soon be upon us. I hope that soon after question time I will get the chance to speak about 
another issue in this debate—that is, the Aboriginal trusts of the Pilbara that are under enormous pressure and 
strain as a result of the extraordinary circumstances into which they are falling.  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


